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2025 Legislative UpdateAgenda

1. Utah’s Energy Production and Operation Gigawatt

2. Utility Restructuring

3. Utah Air Quality

4. Great Salt Lake

5. Q&A

6. Resources and Call to Action



Operation 
Gigawatt



Considerations for 
Operation Gigawatt’s 
Success

• Transmission Capacity (Federal level)



Market-Driven 
Electrical Generation 
Transition

In 2023:

1,279 GW installed

2,598 GW in interconnection 
queue

Solar, wind, and batteries are 95% 
of the queue

Capacity in the queue is twice the 
installed capacity of the entire US 
power plant fleet.



Permitting Reform & 
Transmission

95% of new capacity in the interconnect queue 
is from renewables and batteries. 

Right now, we’re only expanding our electric 
transmission infrastructure at 1% per year. 

We need to triple our capacity to transmit 
clean electricity by 2050.

Transmission line projects generally take 5–15 
years to complete.

If we can’t speed up construction, 80% of the 
emissions reductions of the IRA are lost.



Considerations for 
Operation Gigawatt’s 
Success

1. Transmission Capacity (Federal level)

2. Transmission at State level
• HB212 Grid Enhancing Technologies: 

Encourages Rocky Mountain Power to 
study the use of grid enhancing 
technologies. Outlines cost-
effectiveness analyses and approval 
procedures.

3. Feasibility of the 10-year timeline

4. Funding
HB185



Solar Legislation 

DescriptionBill

Prevents a homeowner’s association 
from banning solar panel installation. 
Continues to allow HOAs to impose 
certain limited restrictions.

HB119

Removes permitting obstacles to small-
scale "balcony" solar.

TBD



Clear Air Legislation 

DescriptionBill

Requires the Division of Air Quality to conduct an inventory of emissions from railyards; 
and requires the division to propose a railroad locomotive emissions reduction plan.

HB185

Implements the Division of Air Quality's halogen recommendations from 2023 HB220 
and adds a state standard for bromine emissions.

TBD

Funds an auditor position at the state DMV to collect fines from those who evade 
emissions requirements.

TBD

Phases out gas-powered lawn equipment on state propertyTBD

Gets detailed data on the vehicles used by mining haul-truck fleetsTBD

A combination of regulations and incentives targeting emissions from pre-2010 heavy 
trucks

TBD



How might the 2034 Olympics 
influence the state's efforts to 
improve air quality?



Great Salt Lake
Status Update





Great Salt Lake Legislation 

DescriptionBill

Riparian AmendmentsTBD

Agricultural Amendments to encourage 
lower water crops

TBD

Drip irrigation on new constructionTBD
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